
Living with Globalization, 25 ects 
 
 

 
Content and learning outcomes 
 

An interdisciplinary program Living with Globalization consists of five to seven courses, 
that provide students an overall view on globalization as a many-sided, multicentric, 
and multiscalar set of processes. Globalization has triggered, or at least complicated, 
many kinds of political and moral challenges, for instance, in terms of equality, 
sustainability, and wellbeing. In order to explore, understand and explain these 
challenges concretely there is often a need to rethink the conceptual and 
methodological starting points of social sciences. Thus, challenges people (including 
researchers and students) are currently facing in their daily lives around the globe, and 
in different cultural, political, and economic conditions, are simultaneously challenges 
for contemporary social sciences and philosophy. In order to complete Living with 
Globalization interdisciplinary program, students should complete at least five (5) 
courses, of which three (3) are “Core Modules”. Students are free to choose the other 
two (2), or up to four (4) from the “Other Modules” to tailor an individual study 
program.  
 
After completing this program student is able to understand why globalization is a 
challenging research topic for social sciences and philosophy. A student also is able to 
describe what globalization is about, and of what types of thematic topics globalization 
consists of. 
 

 

Living with Globalization  25-35 

ects 

Core Courses 

o SOSA510 Introduction: Sociology of Globalization, 5 ects 

o FILA510 Ethics of Global Responsibility, 5 ects 

o YFIA510 Seminar on Living with Globalization, 5 ects 

15 ects 

Other Courses 

o YKPA110 Globalization and Social Justice, 5 ects 

o YFIA520 Perspectives on Finnish Society in Interconnected World, 5 ects 

o MCPS200 Media and Globalization, 5 ects 

o SPTA501 Women’s Finland, 5 ects 

o KUPS060 Multiculturalism and Cultural Diversity, 5 ects 

o SOSA407 Environmental Sociology I, 5 ects 

o YFIA205 Basics of Research Methodology in Social Sciences 

10-20 

ects 



o Alternative Courses, 0-20 ects 

 

 

CORE COURSES 
 

 

SOSA510 Introduction: Sociology of Globalization 
 

Learning outcomes: By the end of the course, students are able to compare different 
globalization theories and understand the complex nature of globalization. Students 
also understand challenges involved in the study of globalization.  
 
Content: This course introduces different globalization theories, and discusses 
similarities and differences between them. Such topics as a shift from world economy to 
global economy, global governance, and implications of globalization for everyday life 
will be covered. Also methodological issues are taken into consideration. 
 
Literature: 
Held, David & McGrew, Anthony. 2007. Globalization/Anti-Globalization. Beyond The 
Great Divide (2nd edition) 
Ray, Larry. 2007. Globalization and Everyday Life. 
 
Mode of Study: lectures, learning log, and essay or book exam 
 

 

 

FILA510 Ethics of Global Responsibility 
 

Learning outcomes: Students will gain an understanding of the nature of global ethical 
problems and their special characteristics. Students will become familiar with the basic 
concepts and arguments used in the philosophical discussions related to these 
problems. 
 
Content: The course studies the nature of collective ethical problems, which differ from 
"paradigmatic" ethical wrongs (such as physical violence) where the violator, the 
wronged party and the causal relationship between them is easy to establish. The 
course discusses issues such as climate change, global poverty and inequality, 
examining the main concepts and arguments relevant in addressing these issues from 
the applied philosophy viewpoint. 
  
Literature:  
Pogge and Moellendorf (eds.). 2008. Global Justice. Seminal essays. 
Pogge and Horton(eds.). 2008. Global Ethics. Seminal essays. 
 
Mode of Study: text seminar, book exam and possible lectures 
 

 



 

 

 
 
YFIA510 Seminar: Living with Globalization 
 
Learning outcomes: Students will be able to complete a short seminar paper on the 
themes that are learned on Living with Globalization courses. They also will be able to 
act as an opponent in a seminar setting.  
 
Content: This seminar will provide knowledge on the basics of academic 
communication, finding the sources, forming the research questions, and analyzing the 
collected material and scholarly literature. 
 
Mode of study: 
Students participate in the seminar in autumn or spring semester. They submit a short 
seminar paper (10-15 pages) on the theme they select and present it in a written and 
spoken form at the seminar. Students also work as an opponent to others’ papers. 
 

 

OTHER MODULES 

 

 

YKPA110 Globalization and Social Justice 
 

Learning outcomes: By the end of the course a student has a comprehensive 
understanding of the complexity and social context of major current problems from the 
North-South perspective. 
 
Content: The lecture series Globalization and social justice addresses social issues and 
policy problems of contemporary societies in terms of sustainable development, 
livelihoods, social identities, and the living environments.  
 
Literature:  
Pogge, Thomas. 2008. World poverty and human rights: cosmopolitan responsibilities 
and reforms. 
 
Mode of study: lectures and examination, and book exam or essay 
 
 
 

YFIA520 Perspectives on Finnish Society in Interconnected World 
 
Learning outcomes: By the end of the course, students have a broad based 
understanding of characteristics of, and trends within Finnish society in interconnected 
world. 
 



Content: This course provides an overview on Finnish society and its different sectors, 
such as labour markets, political representation, social policy, migration and families.  
 
Mode of study: lectures, learning log, essay 

 
 
MCPS200 Media and Globalization 
 

Learning outcomes: The students understand the concepts of cultural identity, 
participation, and citizenship in the context of larger social processes of mediation and 
globalization. 
 
Content: The course examines how globalization, media technologies and cultural 
convergence have transformed human communication and social experience in various 
ways. The course introduces students to the circulation of images and narratives in 
transnational media environments and global networks. Spectatorship and engagement 
with mediated narratives are discussed. Mediation is examined through various case 
studies that discuss issues like celebrity in humanitarian communication, gender in 
news on migration, and construction of cultural identity in social media. 
 
Literature:  
Choose four of the following readings: 

1. Hegde, Radha: Circuits of visibility: Gender and transnational media cultures, 
2011. 

2. Chouliaraki, Lilie: The ironic spectator: Solidarity in the age of post-
humanitarianism, 2013. 

3. Couldry, Nick: Media, society, world: Social theory and digital media practice, 
2012. 

4. Silverstone, Roger: Media and morality: On the rise of the mediapolis, 2007. 
5. Selection of articles. 

 
Mode of study: The course includes lectures, readings and working groups. The course 
can also be completed by writing an essay based on the literature or by literature 
examination. 
 

 

 
SPTA501 Women's Finland?   
 

Learning outcomes: By the end of the course, students will have an overall view on 
women in Finland both from the point of view of theory and practice. They will also 
have an opportunity to discuss and debate the topics with other students from various 
cultural backgrounds. 
 
Content: This basic level course on women in Finland is taught by different researchers 
and lecturers from the Faculty of Social Sciences and the Faculty of Arts. Both Finnish 
and international students are welcome to join the course, which gives an overall view 
on women in Finland both from the point of view of theory and practice. 



  
Mode of Study: lectures, workshop, reading material 

 
 
KUPS060 Multiculturalism and cultural policy 
 

Learning outcomes: Student is familiar with the European models of multiculturalism 
and their questions and challenges. Student can analytically apply this knowledge and 
link theoretical approaches of social scientific multiculturalism research to it. The goal 
is also that student recognizes differences and similarities of approaches, and can 
critically evaluate them. Course gives students tools to express and deal with the 
arguments on multiculturalism in conversations. 
 
Content: Course familiarizes participants with concepts and ways of approach of the 
social scientific studies of multiculturalism and to recent empirical studies. Framework 
consists of manifold approaches to citizenship, ethnic and cultural identity, migration 
and governance of ethnic relations and minority affairs. 
 

Literature:  

Rex, John & Singh, Gurharpal (eds.) (2004): Governance in Multicultural Societies. 
Bhikhu Parekh (2006): Rethinking multiculturalism: cultural diversity and political 
theory. 
 
Mode of Study: lectures, workshop, and book exam 
 

 

 

YFIA205 Basics of Research Methodology in Social Sciences 
 
Learning outcomes: By the end of the course student is acquainted with scientific 
method and empirical research process in social sciences, understands the relationship 
between method and theory, has a general understanding of qualitative and 
quantitative research orientations and methodology, and is able to read and evaluate 
empirical studies and use basic methods in qualitative and quantitative methodology. 
 
Content: The module is aimed at students who are about to start their BA or MA thesis. 
It consists of lectures on qualitative and quantitative research methods and related 
tutorials. Lectures consist of themes such as: different stages of empirical research 
process, differences between qualitative and quantitative methodology, different 
methods of data collection and analysis, research ethics and scientific writing. 
 
Literature:  
Bryman, Alan. 2008. Social Research Methods (3rd Edition). (exact chapters will be 
announced later) 
 
Mode of Study: lectures and tutorials, two short papers 

 

 



SOSA407 Environmental Sociology I 
 
Learning outcomes: On completion of the course the participants should be able to 
identify some sociological approaches to society’s relationships with the environment 
and define and discuss key concepts. Participants also would have ability to participate 
effectively in discussions of environmental problems and risks, ability to formulate 
relevant sociological research questions in regard with environmental issues, and 
ability to examine environmental questions by using some sociological analytical frames 
 
Content: The course consists of lectures on environmental sociology and environmental 
social sciences with a special focus on environmental risks and technology, adaptation 
to climate change, food chains and consumption. The lectures provide a basis for 
discussions and debates on the topics. 
 

Literature:  
Hannigan J.: Environmental Sociology (II ed.) 

Sutton P.W.: The Environment. A Sociological Introduction 

 

Mode of Study: lectures, learning diary, and an essay or book exam 

 

 

 

 

Alternative courses, 0-20 ects 


